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So m'o-w We Me fO’W. Wow, if someone had told us back when we started we could keep a monthly

newsletter in Excel going four years later, | am sure someone would have commented we must lead pretty dull lives, ha ha.
Erm...

This month, we document updates for both Power Bl and Excel 2016 (chart maps anyone?), report back on November’s
Excel MVP Summit, provide further information on the upcoming Financial Modelling book, mention the annual Christmas

Quiz (cash prizes!!) and continue our series on the A to Z of Excel Functions (will we ever get out of the A’s??). P
That's it until next year. Seasons greetings to you all. Liam BOM Managing Director, SumProduct ' v
| 2

Power Bl Desktop Latest Update

It was too late for our last newsletter, but late October saw Microsoft release its latest Power Bl Desktop update, which probably contained the most
feature updates yet. Several new reporting features have been added, including a date slicer, the ability to snap to grid, grouping and a top N filter.

By area, the list of updates by category includes:

e  Report View e  Data Connectors

o Date slicer o Microsoft Dynamics 365 for Financials

o Report gridlines and snap to grid (preview) o OLEDB

o Data label improvements o Mixpanel

o Map formatting options

P gop e Query Editing Improvements
o Improved date axis range formatting
o Support for table parameters in “Invoke Function” dialog
e Analytics
e Other Improvements
o Grouping
- o Diagnostic information in the “About” dialog.

o Binning

o Top Nfilter A summary of the major updates, can be found in Microsoft’s video here.

o Include / exclude data points

o R-powered custom visuals

e Data Connectors

o Microsoft Dynamics 365 for Financials
o OLEDB
o Mixpanel

Date Slicer

Slicers are a great way for report authors to give their users a tool to quickly slice and dice the data they are seeing in a report. A common request
is that end users want to more easily filter a report based on dates. In this latest release, existing slicers have been improved to do just that with a
new slicer layout called date slicer.

OrderDate Betwean ~

3/1/2013 9/16/2015

To add a date slicer is very simple. You use the standard slicer, and add a date field to it. When you do this, by default the slicer shows as a date slicer
that lets you set the start and end date for your date. You can either use the sliders to set the dates or pick the date using a calendar.
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You can also change the mode to Before or After if you only need to control the last or first date used on your report page:

Order Date Before ~ &
9/6/2013 Between

i

| Before
After
List !

or switch back to the standard List view:
Order Date List ~ &

Friday, January 1, 2010
Saturday, January 2, 2010
Sunday, Jlanuary 3, 2010
Monday, January 4, 2010
Tuesday, January 5, 2010
Wednesday, January 6, 2010
Thursday, January 7, 2010
Friday, January 8, 2010
Saturday, January 9, 2010
Sunday, January 10, 2010
Monday, January 11, 2010
Tuesday, January 12, 2010
Wednesday, January 13, 2010
Thursday, January 14, 2010
Friday, January 15, 2010
Saturday, January 16, 2010
Sunday, January 17, 2010

kdmed e bmmaememe 10 70010

More details about th data slicer may be found here.
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Report gridlines and snap to grid (preview)

A critical task for authoring a professional Power Bl report is to make sure your visuals are lined up and look organised. While you could do this in
the past by manually entering in x and y coordinates on each visual or using the arrow keys to nudge visuals into place, anyone who has done this
mind-numbing activity knows it is both a time-consuming and thankless task.

It’s good then that Microsoft has released a preview of gridlines and snap to grid in Power Bl Desktop. This feature will allow you to enable gridlines
on your report canvas while authoring, as well as the option to enable snapping to those gridlines.

To enable the preview feature, navigate to File > Options & Settings > Options > Preview Features. Check the “Gridlines and Snap to Grid” box and
then restart the Desktop.

X

Options

GLOBAL Preview Features

Dtz Load The following features are available for you to try in this release. Preview features

might change or be removed in future releases.

Query Editor

DirectQuery Amazon Redshift Leam More

R Seripting # Impala Learn More

Security ™ Snowflake Learn More

Privacy ¥ Shape Map Visual Learn More

Updates Enable cross filtering in both directions for DirectQuery Learn More

Usage Data ¥ Forecasting Leamn More

Diagnostics ¥ ArcGlS Maps for Power Bl Learn More

Preview Features ¥ Mobile report authonng Learn More

Auto Recovery # Gridlines and Snap to Grid Learn More
CURRENT FILE

Data Load

Regional Settings

Privacy

Auto Recovery

oK Cance’

You'll find the gridlines and snap to grid options in the View tab of the Ribbon. You can choose to turn on one or both options to help you arrange
your charts.

More details about gridlines and snap to grid can be found here.
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Data label improvements

In this release of Power Bl Desktop, Microsoft has added several new data label capabilities to column, bar, and waterfall charts to help you design
your visuals with labels. For example, if you try to turn on data labels and none show, the software will highlight this immediately and proactively
suggest some ways to fix this.

r — = .1

@Freight @NSAT

Data labels can't be shown.

J 200K Enlarge the visual, or decrease the data label text
“ Data labels
=5 v Plot Area
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“ General

' Border

For column charts, you now have the option to change the orientation of your data labels between horizontal and vertical. This will help you fit longer
data labels when you have less space for columns.
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~ Data colors
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Finally, for bar and column charts that have a continuous axis, you can control how dense the data labels are, so you can show less or more data
labels on the visual:

- - - Y-
~ Data colors
1 v Data labels

Color

Display wnits

Decmal Places

Orientation

Position

Text Size

Lakse| Density
L -

Again, more details about the data label improvements may be found here.

Map formatting options

There are two new formatting options added to the Bing Maps visual to help you customise your maps. Depending on your data, the bubble sizes on
the Bing Map control can sometimes end up being very small and hard to see. The latest update adds a new card in the formatting pane on the map
visual that allows you to control the size of the bubbles.

# Bubbles

The maps already contain a feature where the zoom level of the map adjusts to show all the data on the map in the best way it can. However,
sometimes depending on the data, you might want to specify your own zoom level. The late October update added the capability to disable auto
zoom on the map and filled map visuals. This will allow you to set the zoom level and have it stick, even if you are cross-highlighting the data using
other visuals or slicers on the report.

# Bubbles

More details about the map improvements can be found here.

Improved date axis range formatting

When you have a measure or date on an axis, you can modify the start and end value of the axis in the formatting pane. With this release, the
start and end dates of your axis may now be selected by using a date picker. This makes setting your axis range much easier and faster than it was
previously. We like simple.

r — A

Ortober 2096
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu
5 % 2T 3w/ B

Further details about the data axis range improvement may be found here.
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Grouping

In this release of Power Bl Desktop, Microsoft has introduced the ability to group up points on your visual to help you more easily explore and analyse
related categories. To use the feature, select one or more points on a visual using CTRL + CLICK, right click one of the points, and select Group from
the context menu:

F = [

When the group is created, it is automatically added to the legend section of your visual as well as the field list. You can also find the new grouped
field in the field list and use this new field just like any other field in visuals, including using it as the axis in charts.

r — N
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Remaove field
Show items with no data

Group...

Edit Groups...
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In this dialog, you can create, manage and remove groups. You can also decide whether non-grouped categories should be “bucketed” into another
group or if they should remain ungrouped.

X
MNarme Category (groups) Field Category
List v
Ungrouped values Groups and members
Audio » H Music, Mevies and Audio Books & TV and Video
Cameras and camcorders 4 & Other

Cell phones
£ - Contains all ungrouped values

Computers

Games and T

Home Applan

® Include Other group &

oK Cance:

You can also create a new group from scratch using the right click menu and selecting Group...

Add filter
New hieranchy
Mew measure
MNew column
Rename

Delets

Hide

s y J SalesAmount Unhide al

You can also now create a group from the Field Well:

F = e

| | Category

o Salesfmount B ProductDescri..
L i J . M ;. Productlabel
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When you do this, it replaces the field in the axis with the new group:

vales

BrandMame
Category

Category (gro...
Class

Color

Country
Customerfcco...
Freight
Manufacturer
MNSAT
OrderDate
ProdiD

More details about grouping may be found here.

Add filter
MNew hierarchy
Blnnlng New measure

MNew column

In addition to grouping categories together, you can also now use binning on numerical and time fields.
For example, if you have a SalesAmount field in your data and you want to see the user satisfaction
across different sale sizes, you can use binning to create these sale size groups. You can access binning

by right clicking on the field and clicking Group... Fice
View hidden

Rename

Delete

Unhide all
Collapse all
Expand all
Group...

In the dialog, you can define the bin size:

4
Groups
Mame SalesAmount [bins) Field SalesAmount
Group type Bin v

Binning splits numeric or date time data into equally sized groups. Enter bin size.

Bin size 10

CK Cance

When done, it’s automatically added the field list, and you can start using this new grouping in your visuals.
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Prochacthame
PurchAgain
Salrfimount
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More details about binning are available here.
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Top N filter

When analysing a dataset, you often want to look at categorical data and understand which are your best categories and which are your worst. With
this release, a new filter type called “Top B” has been added for categorical filters:

ProductMame(All)

Filter Type

Top N
Advanced filtering

Basic filtering
Tep N

You can specify that you'd like to filter by the Top or Bottom number of categories, sorted by a specific measure. You will find the Top N filter in the
filter pane as a Filter Type option for the category field you want to filter down. You add the measure you want to filter with by dragging it into the
By value bucket:

= ProductMame
. Broducthame verage of NSAT ¥ top 5 by SalesAmaunt
Adventure W TV and Video  Adventure Works 52° LCD HDTV X590 Brown 4 RENE e
Wide World Importers Computers W1 Propector (80x LCDES Whate 2 Tt"PH
- . - Broiec SAe anse & B,

Show items

Computers Conteso Projector 1080p X980 Silver 2 Top

Yet again, more details about top N are available here.

Include / exclude data points

When exploring your data, it’s often useful to focus on a specific set of points such as outliers that you’d like to investigate further. In addition,
you may want to remove specific points because you simply don’t want to focus on them. You can now select one or more points and right click to
include or exclude points in your visual.

Include will filter out all points except for those you’ve chosen to include. Exclude will filter out the points you’ve chosen to exclude. It’s not rocket
science!

In the filter pane, you'll see how many points
r — = ...1 have been excluded or included. When you
T expand the filter card, you'll be able to see
which points those were and can remove
them from the filter.

z o Excluce
I [ Category(All)

Category (groups){All)
SalesAmount{All}
f - p Excluded (2) ~

Games and Toys (Cat..
Cell phones [Categor...

More details about Include and Exclude are
available here.
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Include / exclude data points

Power Bl's R visuals integration adds advanced analytical depth and endless visualization flexibility to your Power Bl reports. These reports can then
be viewed by all business users on the Power Bl web service, not just R experts. However, it still requires expertise in writing R scripts to create these
reports.

Not any more.

With this release, Microsoft has simplified the custom visual experience to work with R visuals. Now, you can simply download a pre-built
R-powered custom visual from the custom visual's gallery instead of having to build it yourself. R-powered custom visuals may be downloaded from
http://app.powerbi.com/visuals under the R-powered visuals tab.

Visuals library

R-powered visuals
n crdor bo uzo R visuals, you nood ta install the: R engine an your machine. ¥ou can da so here:

Inst2ll B engire. additionally, you may reed ta install some B packages 1o run thess scripts. The
packages will auto-irslall s pert of the visual download process.

o
@ -~
O g
Carrslatiaon plat Dacigian tris Farenitifg Clustasieg Azseintion rules

When you select a visual in the custom visuals gallery, you can download the visual or a sample .pbix file using the visual:

Forecasting

Prhbiched By Mirosait

Tiree seres forecasting is e use of armedsl Lo predicl Mulure values
BEsed on previcusly obsenved values, Curment visual implements wel
krovsn espangrial amocthing mebhas far she foracashng The

prediction is based on trend and seasaralty maoeling. ¥ou can conkrol
the algarthm parameters ard the visual attributes to ot your needs.

Sarvioe preveguiies A-povwsered Cuslorm visual B used in sewme
Seamisisly

Dasitap premequisites To fun R SCOpts in Power B Desktop, you must
separately irstall R on your local computer,

ceme  Fowscy Swarent

DiesenloadVisual | | Download Sample |

1) Yoo rust heve R irstailad on your madhiee fo use & soripts Insial & here

Once you have downloaded the visual you want to use to your computer, you can load it into the Desktop using the normal
custom visual import experience:
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Visualizations

— | |
i

If the visual needs special R packages, the Desktop will prompt you to install them:

R Packages Required
To use this custom R visual, you need to install the following R packages:
R packages to install:

dplyr: A Grammar of Data Manipulation
dplyr: & Grammar of Data Manipulation package information and license

plotly: Create Interactive Web Graphics
plothy: Create Interactive Web Graphics package infermation and license

Select Install and we'll install the R packages for you.

Learn more about R packages.

By clicking ‘Install’ | accept the terms of use for the listed packages.

Install Cancel

From here, you can use it just like a normal visual to do advanced analytics on your data. Once your report is completed, you can publish and share
it out with your colleagues:

o+ 2+ - = | forecast cusrom visual - Power Bl Desktop

“ Home Madeling

i O | By il | =] Text Box
~ a8 i
7 &5 - | image
Get  Recent  Enter Edt  Refresh New New o . Page
Data~ Sources~ Data  Queries ™~ Page ™ Visual = Shapes View ~
Clipboard External Data nsert View Relationships
3 4
N
—
s - /
=
>
-3
&
8
2016.04 2016.06 2016.08 2016.10 2016.12 2016.14
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Note that to use R visuals in the Power Bl Desktop, you will need to install one of two R engines, either CRAN 3.3.1 or MRO 3.3.1. You won't need to
install anything to use them in the Power Bl web service.

Microsoft Dynamics 365 for Financials

One of the new connectors in this update allows you to import data from a Dynamics 365 for Financials accounts. Should you have such an account,
the connector can be found under the “Online Services” category:

X
Get Data
Online Services
» SharePoint Online List
Al E: SharePoint Online Lis A
- " g .
Fils EJ Microsoft Exchange Cnline
Drynamics 365
Database Dy .
Anire n Facebook
. . & Salesforce Objects
Online Services ’
Other & Salesforce Reports
ad Google Analytics
m appFigures (Beta)
E'l Azure Enterprise (Beta)
ﬂ BingAds (Beta)
() comScore Digital Analytix (Beta)
Q GitHub (Beta)
( MaillChimp (Beta)
-] Marketo (Beta)
E Dynamics 365 for Financials (Beta)
ﬂ Mixpanel (Beta) ot
Connect Cancel
Once you select this connector, you can specify an OData URL and, optionally, a Company to navigate to available data:
X
A A ; ;
Dynamics 365 for Financials
Enter the URL of your Dynamics 365 for Financials OData service endpoint.
OData URL
Company (optional)
el Cancel
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OLEDB

This update also enables connectivity to OLEDB drivers via the new OLEDB connector. In addition to the wide range of out-of-the-box sources already
supported, OLEDB greatly increases the number of sources that can be plugged into Power Bl. The new OLEDB connector can be found under the
“Other” category within the “Get Data” dialog:

Get Data

Other
All £ Web
File B sharePoint List
Database OData Feed
Azure <= Hadoop File (HDFS)
Online Services &% Active Directory
Other E: Microsoft Exchange

<> ODBC

<> OLEDB

-:- R Seript
" Spark (Beta)

I Blank Query

Connect Cancel

The connector dialog allows you to specify a connection string and, optionally, a SQL statement to execute. If no SQL statement is specified, you will
be taken into the Navigator dialog, where you can browse and select one or multiple tables available via the OLEDB driver.

From OLE DB

Impart data from OLE DB.

Connection string (non-credential properties) (i

SOL statement (optional)

oK Cancel

Once this connector is selected, you can specify credentials to use for authentication. Both Organizational Account and Basic (username/password)
credential types are supported.
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Mixpanel

There is a new connector for Mixpanel, apparently one of the leading product analytics platforms available. This new connector allows users to pull
mobile and web analytics data from their Mixpanel accounts, in order to visualize it and create reports within Power Bl. The new Mixpanel connector
can be found under the “Online Services” category in the “Get Data” dialog:

Get Data
Online Services
(i comacore Digital Analytix (Beta)
All ’ A
5 9 GitHub (Beta)
File
€ MailChimp (Beta)
Database
-] Marketo (Beta)
Azure
. . B Cynamics 365 for Financials (Beta)
Online Services
Bl Mixpanel (Beta)
Other
) Flanview Enterprise (Beta)
Projectplace (Beta)
@ QuickBooks Online (Beta)
B SparkPaost (Beta)
P smartsheet
N saL Sentry (Beta)
E Stripe (Beta)
IQ SweetlQ (Beta)
Trous (Beta)
& Twilic (Beta) v
Connect Cancel
Once you select this connector, you can specify credentials (APl Secret & Password) to use for authentication:
Mixpanel Connector 4

® Mixpanel Connector

APl Secret

Passwond

Connect Cancel

This allows you to browse available data in your accounts, in the form of tables or parameterised functions, that can be brought into Power BI.
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MNavigator

£ Funnels

Display Optians = funnel_id name

4 Mipanel [5] 1453585 Free Account Trial Completions Funnel

— 1571953 Pricingdetails - Free Account - Trial nitiaticns Furnel
Funrels
1573533 Home - Free Arcount Completion Funmel
Mixpane| FunnelByld
1576565 Searched then Chcked Result
. AB sy
Mixpareel FunnelByName 1576797 Homepage ATE Test Funms
Mixpare| Ratention 1576831 Searched then Chicked Service Panel

1584599 Muskatplice - Crests Vv Funngl

Mixparsel Segmaentatson
1603495 Menu Clicks Furned
1630961 AB 1est: Get Started
1535745 Primary CTA clicked after adding Caloulator meodiike
1638343 HDInsights Senvice Page -> Trial Infiations F unne
1643783 ign-up for Acthee Denectory
1653659 Orbitera Blockapps Test Drive Funne!
1662303 Paid Brarded Kirywords- Trisl Complations Funnel
IEE45F By Driving Carmpalgn Page Funnel

1667523 Co

tod forens o Build campaign page

156567873 Wisited Dooumentation -> Free docount
1667889 Visived Dag -» Clicked Globual CTA
1667205 Blog - Free Account CTA

1684205 Purchase Oations Funnd

1702261 ‘Watched Video -> Trial Complation
1702519 CAB-Sgrup-FreeTrial

1703139 RuchiC v1 CcOnTaons

1708643 Arure Active Directory Marketplace - Trisl Completions

Cancel

More details about the new data connectors are available here.

Support for table parameters in “Invoke Function” dialog

This update also enhances the “Invoke Function” experience to support parameters of type "Table". When invoking a function that accepts a
table parameter, either a built-in or user-defined function, you will be able to select an existing table query as the input value to the function.
The following screenshot shows the “Invoke Function” experience for a built-in function, such as Table.Transpose:

- IR

Fumetion [tk it table, gotians o ary) ik Labla
lex Make the rows of the table of name-value pairs inlo columns.
ble.Tra

= "PFull
Value

ords({ |

Tovmnt = "Fnll WNama™

This capability is also supported in the “Invoke Custom Function” dialog, allowing you to reference table queries when invoking their own defined
functions.

contact@sumproduct.com | www.sumproduct.com | +61 3 9020 2071



mailto:contact@sumproduct.com
http://www.sumproduct.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1049&v=UXEYSvgvMaQ

= Table. EramiforetolamnTypen ( Source, {{ Fredt™, Ty tant}, § Oumvtity™, Dotk Typall

# AFFLIED STHPS

| = Changed Type

More details about table parameters supported in the Invoke Function dialog can be found here.

Diagnostic information in the “About” dialog

You can now easily copy your session ID and diagnostic info to your clipboard. You can find this diagnostic information under File > Help > About.
This is very useful if you require the assistance of Microsoft’s support team.

Microsoft Power Bl Desktop

Microsoft Power Bl Desktop i1s a companion product to app.powerbi.com.
Version: 2.40.4553.1 64-bit (October 2016)

User ID: 3d9955e3-69¢c-41d3-926d-312207e5b742

Session ID: 13f66f69-1b95-4bfb-bTa2-9dedsbe23669 Copy session diagnostics to clipboard

Privacy Statement

Cloge

More details about the improved diagnostic information are available here.

Well Tolstoy would have been proud of that “little list”. If you are a regular user of Power Bl, do remember that you can all still vote for other features
that you would like to see in the Power Bl Desktop by visiting www.powerbi.com. And if you are not an experienced user but would like to find out
more (including venturing on a training course) feel free to drop us a line at contact@sumproduct.com.

The A to Z of Excel Functions: ARABIC

Now this is more like it. We finally get to one of those useful Excel functions you simply cannot live without. The ARABIC function converts a Roman
numeral to an Arabic numeral (that means “number” in English).

The ARABIC function employs the following syntax to operate:
ARABIC(text)
e text: this is a string enclosed in quotations marks or a reference to a cell containing text. An example of an empty string is (“”).
Please note:
e |f Text is not valid, ARABIC will return an #VALUE! error value

e Any value returned as #VALUE! error value includes numbers, date and text that is not a valid Roman numeral
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e If an empty string is used as an input value, a value of 0 (zero) will be returned
® The largest number that can be returned is 255,000, allowing the maximum length of the argument to be 255 characters
e When the text argument is ignored. MXMVII evaluates to the same result (1997) as “MXMVII”

¢ Although a negative Roman number is non-standard, evaluation of a negative Roman numeral is supported, provided it is entered as a text
string. Insert the negative sign before the Roman text, such as “-MMXI”

¢ Leading and trailing spaces are ignored in the syntax

¢ The ARABIC function performs the opposite action for the ROMAN function, albeit it is a little more versatile as ROMAN only calculates positive
integers no greater than 3,999.

Here are some examples:

A B C D
]
2 XV 14 =ARABIC(A2) 14 in Roman numerals
3 AL 2000 =ARABIC(A3) Ex-girlfriend
4 MIRIC 2008 =ARABIC{A4) Actually, not copied
5 MMM 3000 =ARABIC{AS) Tasty
6 -30 =ARABIC["-XXX") Opposite of red hot
¥

The A to Z of Excel Functions: AREAS

When used, the AREAS function returns the number of areas in a reference. An area is a range of continuous cells or a single cell. If a range is made
up of contiguous cells, the range number is based on the number of separate references (please see the second example below).

We're not 100% sure where you might use this though other than in a newsletter series covering all of Excel’s functions...
The AREAS function employs the following syntax to operate:
AREAS(reference)

e reference: a reference to a cell or range of cells and can refer to multiple areas. If you wish to specify several references as a single argument,
then you must include extra set of parentheses so that Microsoft Excel will not interpret the comma as a field separator.

Some examples:

A B =
.
2 1 =AREAS(F13:122)
3 5 =AREAS((C14,D14,E14,F14,G14)) Multiple ranges must be in additional parentheses
4 1 =AREAS(C11:C18 B14:D14) Space is the intersect operator, common range
5 #MNULL! |=AREAS{E13:G13 F15:F20) Space is the intersect operator, no common cells
6 4 =AREAS{Example_Range) Example_Range is {E11:E21,F14:G14,H15:H16,118:)21}
T

The A to Z of Excel Functions: ASC

For double-byte character set (DBCS) languages, the ASC function changes full-width (double-byte) characters (katakana) to half-width (single-byte)
characters.

The ASC function employs the following syntax to operate:
ASC(text)
The ASC function has the following argument only:

e text: this is required. The text or a reference to a cell that contains the text you want to change. If text does not contain any full-width
letters, text is not changed.

The opposite function, converting half-width (single-byte) characters to full-width (double-byte) characters (katakana), is the WIDECHAR(text)
function. Our regular blog series will probably get to this function about 14 years from now ©

Some ideas:

=ASC("SumProduct") equals "SumProduct"
=ASC(" T #17 J.") equals "THE "
=ASC(“EX C EL") equals “EXCEL”
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November Updates for Excel 2016

November sees some new and improved features for Excel 2016. You might not see them straight away — it will depend upon what version of Excel
2016 you have. Presently, the following feature updates are available to Office 365 subscribers only. Firstly, they will first roll out to Office Insider
participants, and later to consumer and commercial Office 365 subscribers. If you have an Office 365 subscription, you still need to make sure you
have the latest version of Office.

The updates include:

e New map charts

You can create a map chart to compare values and show categories across geographical regions. This feature may be used when you have
geographical regions in your data, like countries / regions, states, provinces, counties or postal codes.

4

* New icons available on the Insert tab

That's not all. If you find yourself needing to insert an icon that conveys a certain idea or concept, check out the Icon button on the Insert tab.
You can choose a category like people, technology, or sports and then click the icon that represents the idea or concept you have in mind.

Quickly save to recent folders
Now this one we do like (and about time too)! This feature has been highly requested: Go to File > Save As > Recent, and you’ll see a list of
recently accessed folders that you can save to. This will save us nearly 30 seconds a day!
e Accessibility improvements
Microsoft had also have improved its support for Narrator and other assistive technology that lets you read cells, create tables, sort data and
more
e Share your workbooks with others

If you are sharing your workbook using OneDrive, OneDrive for Business, or SharePoint, you can do all your sharing without leaving the
comforts of Excel. All you have to do is click on the 'Share' button in the top right corner of the Ribbon, send as an attachment and select
'Send a PDF'.

Share S
Invite peaple
I [
Canedit ~
nclude a message [optional
Share
Owner

contact@sumproduct.com | www.sumproduct.com | +61 3 9020 2071



mailto:contact@sumproduct.com
http://www.sumproduct.com

Book Update

Introduction

*~ EFINnaNncla
We mentioned a while ago that SumProduct author Liam Bastick had a book coming out shortly. Thank —— Mfﬂ\ﬂﬂdﬂ:‘i‘h‘l-:
DUe 19

you to all those of you who have enquired about it subsequently. It was originally scheduled for a
November release but due to circumstances beyond our control, publication has been put back to the
new year.

They say every cloud has a silver lining and that’s certainly true here. With the unexpected delay, it has
given us time to re-write certain areas and add new ideas. The book was originally based on our hugely How t Excel gt beigg
successful Financial Modelling training course and we can promise it will now be even more packed (That Means Efficientl] Modd]|.
with useful tips and tricks, key layout ideas and stupid jokes. Uh oh, there goes the sales pitch...

I Liam BIStIck

N

November MVP Summit Update

As long as Liam Bastick remains an Excel Most Valuable Professional
(MVP), November means a trip to the hallowed halls of Redmond
(Washington State) for five days to go and liaise with the Excel product
team about what’s coming in the near future and what’s on the mid-term
horizon. It was especially interesting this year given we think there might
have been some sort of election going on...

This year’s sessions were particularly fruitful as several MVPs (including
Liam) were involved in focus groups to discuss key issues / problems
Microsoft were working on. Obviously, most of the discussions are
confidential, but some of the time was spent on showcasing what’s
around the corner for Excel. One such new feature has already been
made public — the new chart maps which you can read about elsewhere
in this newsletter. We'll break news on other features as we are allowed
Pictured above: Many of the Excel MVPs as they queued for the toilet. to do so. Watch this space!

Christmas Quiz Challenge

SumProduct, in conjunction with the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants (CIMA), is pleased to
announce the annual Xmas quiz, although we gather it may be renamed this year in order to meet with more
universal appeal. It’s open to everyone, not just accountants. Check out the Excel challenge — with prizes
— in the December issue of CIMA’s Insight magazine. Unfortunately, due to the deadlines surrounding this
newsletter, we cannot provide a URL at this stage. We suggest you check the Blog and News sections of our
website (www.sumproduct.com) for full details once the quiz goes “live”.

Good luck!

London Activities

Early December sees us in London for client meetings, presentations on Power Bl and Excel Tricks & Tips (5 and 6 December) for Microsoft at the
Global Training Camp and possibly taking in the finals of ModelOff as well (we’re still waiting on our invite there...). Congratulations to last year’s
winner and fellow Aussie Joseph Lau who has made it through to the Final 20 yet again!

If you are in the area (see here for further details), drop in and say hello. If you’d like to meet up, let us know beforehand by emailing us at
contact@sumproduct.com.
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Upcoming SumProduct Training Courses

Location Course

Sydney Power Pivot, Power Query and Power Bl

Sydney Visual Basic and Excel
Wllzzuie Acquisitions

Sydney Excel Tips and Tricks
Sydney Financial Modelling
Melbourne

Toronto Financial Modelling

Toronto Power Pivot, Power Query and Power Bl

New York Financial Modelling
New York

Melbourne Financial Modelling

Sydney Power Pivot, Power Query and Power BI

Key Strokes

Financial Modelling for Mergers and

Power Pivot, Power Query and Power BI

Power Pivot, Power Query and Power BI

Date Duration
12th - 14th Dec 2016 RICEVS
15th Dec 2016 1day
6th - 9th Feb 2017 4 days
6th Feb 2017 1day
7th - 8th Feb 2017 2 days
20th - 22nd Feb 2017 3 days
6th - 7th Mar 2017 2 days
8th - 10th Mar 2017 3 days
13th - 14th Mar 2017 PACEVS
15th - 17th Mar 2017 RICEVS
22nd - 23rd Mar 2017 2 days
24th - 26th Mar 2017 RIGEVS

-

Referral Programme

Have you heard about the SumProduct
Referral programme? If you successfully
introduce us to a client we will pay you 10%
of the net profits of the engagement won
upon receipt of client payment. Sounds like
a pretty good deal to us!

Terms and conditions apply. Referrer must
be over 18 years of age, able to issue an
invoice and not be an employee, director,
agent or other related party of the client
engaged. For further information, drop us a
line at contact@sumproduct.com. We hope
to hear from you!

Each newsletter, we’d like to introduce you to useful keystrokes you may or may not be aware of. This month we decided we’d continue
going through the function keys with the F4 function key:

Keystroke What it does

F4 (in spreadsheet)

Redo

F4 (in Edit mode)

Toggle anchoring ($ references)

ALT +F4 Close application
CTRL+ F4 Close window
SHIFT + F4 Find next (from most recent search)

ALT + SHIFT + F4

Close application (again!)

CTRL+ALT +F4

Close application (sensing a theme yet?)

CTRL + SHIFT + F4

Find previous (from most recent search)

CTRL + ALT + SHIFT + F4

Close application (just why do we need so many alternatives?)

There are over 540 keyboard shortcuts in Excel. For a comprehensive list, please download our Excel file a
www.sumproduct.com/thought/keyboard-shortcuts. Also, check out our new daily Excel Tip of the Day feature on the

www.sumproduct.com homepage.

Our Services

We have undertaken a vast array of
assignments over the years, including:

- Business planning

+ Building three-way integrated
financial statement projections

- Independent expert reviews

- Key driver analysis

- Model reviews / audits for internal
and external purposes

- M&A work

- Model scoping

- Power Bl, Power Query & Power Pivot

- Project finance

- Real options analysis

- Refinancing / restructuring

- Strategic modelling

- Valuations

- Working capital management

If you require modelling assistance of any
kind, please do not hesitate to contact us
at contact@sumproduct.com.

Sydney Address:

Link to Others

These newsletters are not intended to be

closely guarded secrets. Please feel free

to forward this newsletter to anyone you

think might be interested in converting to
“the SumProduct way”.

If you have received a forwarded
newsletter and would like to receive
future editions automatically, please

subscribe by completing our newsletter
registration process found at the foot of
any www.sumproduct.com web page.

Any Questions?

If you have any tips, comments or queries

for future newsletters, we’d be delighted
to hear from you. Please drop us a line at
newsletter@sumproduct.com.

SumProduct Pty Ltd, Suite 52, Level 10, 88 Pitt Street, Sydney, NSW 2000

New York Address: SumProduct Pty Ltd, 48 Wall Street, New York, NY, USA 10005

London Address:

SumProduct Pty Ltd, Office 7, 3537 Ludgate Hill, London, EC4M 7JN, UK

Training

SumProduct offers a wide range of
training courses, aimed at finance
professionals and budding Excel experts.
Courses include Excel Tricks & Tips,
Financial Modelling 101, Introduction to
Forecasting and M&A Modelling.

Check out our
more popular
courses in
our training
brochure:

Drop us a line at training@sumproduct.com
for a copy of the brochure or download

it directly from
http://www.sumproduct.com/training.

contact@sumproduct.com
www.sumproduct.com

Melbourne Address: SumProduct Pty Ltd, Level 9, 440 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC 3000
Registered Address: SumProduct Pty Ltd, Level 6, 468 St Kilda Road, Melbourne, VIC 3004
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